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ENVIRONMENT & REGENERATION COMMITTEE – 14 JANUARY 2021
_______________________________________________________________________

	
	
	

	
	Environment & Regeneration Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	Thursday 14 January 2021 at 3pm
	

	
	
	

	
	Present: Councillors Ahlfeld, Brooks, Clocherty, Crowther, Curley, Jackson, McCabe, McCormick, J McEleny, McKenzie and Nelson.
	

	
	
	

	
	Chair: Councillor McCormick presided.
	

	
	
	

	
	In attendance: Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources, Head of Legal & Property Services, Property Services Manager, Technical Services Manager, Ms S Lang and Ms D Sweeney (Legal & Property Services), Ms M McCabe (for Chief Financial Officer), Head of Regeneration, Planning & Public Protection, Head of Roads & Environmental Shared Services, Interim Head of Service – Covid Response, Team Leader, Public Health & Housing, ICT Services Manager and Service Manager, Communications, Tourism and Health & Safety.
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting was held by video-conference.
	

	
	
	

	
	The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt with under the powers delegated to the Committee.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest
	16

	
	
	

	
	No apologies for absence were intimated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Declarations of interest were intimated as follows:
	

	
	
	

	
	Agenda Item 3 (Environment & Regeneration Capital Programme 2020/21 to 2022/23 – Progress) – Councillors Brooks, Clocherty and J McEleny.
	

	
	Agenda Item 5 (Repopulation, Riverside Inverclyde and Regeneration Update) – Councillors Clocherty and McKenzie.
	

	
	Agenda Item 6 (Inverclyde Strategic Housing Investment Plan 2021/22 – 2025/26) – Councillors Brooks and Curley.
	

	
	Agenda Item 7 (Inverclyde Local Housing Strategy 2017-22: 2020 Update) – Councillors Brooks and Curley.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Environment & Regeneration 2020/21 Revenue Budget – Period 7 (31 October 2020)
	17

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer and the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources on the position of the 2020/21 Revenue Budget as at Period 7 to 31 October 2020.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the current projected overspend of £6,000 for 2020/21 as at 31 October 2020 be noted;
	

	
	(2) that it be noted that the above overspend excludes £2.547m of costs relating to COVID-19 for which the Policy & Resources Committee has identified one-off funding in 2020/21; and
	

	
	(3) that it be agreed to note the current position of earmarked reserves and that officers are carrying out a detailed review of phasings and projections.
	

	
	
	

	18
	Environment & Regeneration Capital Programme 2020/21 to 2022/23 – Progress
	18

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer and the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources (1) providing an update on the status of the projects within the Environment & Regeneration Capital Programme and (2) highlighting the overall financial position.
	

	
	Councillors Brooks, Clocherty and J McEleny declared a non-financial interest in this item as members of the Board of Inverclyde Leisure.  They also formed the view that the nature of their interest and of the item of business did not preclude their continued presence at the meeting or their participation in the decision-making process.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the current position of the 2020/23 Capital Programme and the progress of the specific projects detailed in appendices 1-5 be noted;
	

	
	(2) that approval be given to the issue of tenders for the first phase of the cremator replacement project and that delegated authority be granted to the Head of Legal & Property Services to accept the most economically advantageous tender provided the cost is within the budget allocation for the project;
	

	
	(3) that it be noted that further core Property Services projects will be identified throughout the 2020/21 financial year as part of the ongoing review and prioritisation of works based on the most recent property condition surveys; and
	

	
	(4) that the addition of a project to address ventilation improvements to the offices within the Grand Corridor area be noted.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Environment, Regeneration and Resources Corporate Directorate Improvement Plan 2019/22 Progress Report
	19

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources providing an update on the delivery of the improvement actions in the Environment, Regeneration & Resources Corporate Directorate Improvement Plan (CDIP) 2019/22.
	

	
	Decided: that the progress made in delivering the year 2 improvement actions contained within the Environment, Regeneration & Resources CDIP 2019/22 be noted.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Repopulation, Riverside Inverclyde and Regeneration Update
	20

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources providing (1) an update on the Repopulation Action Plan approved by the Committee on 2 May 2019, (2) information on progress in respect of Riverside Inverclyde and Riverside Inverclyde Property Holdings following the transition in July 2019 to a new operating model, (3) an update on key projects within the Regeneration Forums and (4) a general update across related strategic regeneration activities.
	

	
	Councillors Clocherty and McKenzie declared a non-financial interest in this item as members of the Board of Riverside Inverclyde.  They also formed the view that the nature of their interest and of the item of business did not preclude their continued presence at the meeting or their participation in the decision-making process.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the contents of the report in respect of activities across Regeneration be noted;
	

	
	(2) that it be noted that a Community Wealth Building Strategy and an updated Economic Strategy will be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee; and
	

	
	(3) that delegated authority be granted to the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources to commit the small amount of unallocated funds within the original £2.5m from the 2017/18 budget for Towns and Villages through the Regeneration Forums.
	

	
	
	

	21
	Inverclyde Strategic Housing Investment Plan 2021/22 - 2025/26
	21

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources seeking approval for the new annual Inverclyde Strategic Housing Investment Plan covering the period 2021/22 – 2025/26.
	

	
	Councillors Brooks and Curley declared a non-financial interest in this item as members of the Board of River Clyde Homes.  They also formed the view that the nature of their interest and of the item of business did not preclude their continued presence at the meeting or their participation in the decision-making process.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that approval be given to the Strategic Housing Investment Plan for the five year period from 2021/22 – 2025/26 for submission to the Scottish Government by Inverclyde Council subject to amended wording to the third and fourth paragraphs under Development Constraints (page 11 of document) to read as follows:
	

	
	“The former Ravenscraig Hospital site received adverse reaction locally due to a number of negative reports in local press relating to contamination levels on the site and a new pedestrian crossing.  This situation highlighted to us that public perception due to negative press allegations can be a very real development constraint.
	

	
	The volume of work involved in responding to queries has highlighted a key lesson to be learned: clear public communication is essential to timely progress of a site.  We are now investigating the efficacy of requesting a communications strategy with each SHIP submission form and issuing purposeful, clear and informative press releases at a very early stage of any future major SHIP development project.”
	

	
	(2) that the projects included in the Strategic Housing Investment Plan 2021/22 – 2025/26 as detailed at Appendix 1 be noted; and
	

	
	(3) that information on the supply of and demand for larger family homes be provided to Members and that this be included in the Housing Need and Demand Assessment if timescales allow; otherwise, this be the subject of a separate report to the Committee.
	

	
	
	

	22
	Inverclyde Local Housing Strategy 2017-2022: 2020 Update
	22

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources providing an update on the progress to date on the implementation of the Inverclyde Local Housing Strategy 2017-2022 outcomes and action plan.
	

	
	Councillors Brooks and Curley declared a non-financial interest in this item as members of the Board of River Clyde Homes.  They also formed the view that the nature of their interest and of the item of business did not preclude their continued presence at the meeting or their participation in the decision-making process.
	

	
	Decided: that the 2020 update to the Inverclyde Local Housing Strategy 2017-2022 and the progress made to date be noted.
	

	
	
	

	23
	Scottish Housing Regulator – Annual Assurance Statement
	23

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources seeking approval of Inverclyde Council’s Annual Assurance Statement 2020-21.
	

	
	Decided: that approval be given to the Annual Assurance Statement for 2020-21 appended to the report.
	

	
	
	

	24
	A8 Trunk Road - East Hamilton Street, Greenock – Flooding Report
	24

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources on the progress made to finding a solution to flooding on the A8 trunk road at East Hamilton Street, Greenock.
	

	
	Decided: that the progress made to find a solution to flooding on the A8 trunk road at East Hamilton Street, Greenock and the reduction in flooding achieved be noted.
	

	
	
	

	25
	New Car Park on Jamaica Street, Greenock – Proposed Restrictions
	25

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources (1) advising of the construction of a new car park on Jamaica Street, Greenock between Union Street and West Stewart Street and (2) seeking approval of the proposed parking restrictions for the car park.
	

	
	Following discussion, Councillor Curley moved that the new Jamaica Street car park provide free parking for the first three hours with a £2 charge for periods of stay in excess of three hours, controlled by pay and display tickets.
	

	
	As an amendment, Councillor McCormick moved (1) that agreement be given to a restriction being introduced in the new car park on Jamaica Street, Greenock which will provide free parking for up to three hours, Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm and (2) that it be remitted to the Head of Roads & Environmental Shared Services and the Head of Legal & Property Services to prepare and promote a Traffic Regulation Order to progress and enforce the proposed restriction in the new car park.
	

	
	Following a roll call vote, 5 Members, Councillors Brooks, Clocherty, Jackson, McCabe and McCormick, voted in favour of the amendment and 6 Members, Councillors Ahlfeld, Crowther, Curley, J McEleny, McKenzie and Nelson, voted in favour of the motion which was declared carried.
	

	
	Decided: that the new Jamaica Street car park provide free parking for the first three hours with a £2 charge for periods of stay in excess of three hours controlled by pay and display tickets.
	

	
	
	

	26
	Amendments to Traffic Regulation Order Procedure
	26

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources proposing amendments to the procedure in relation to the promotion of permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) to reduce the timescales associated with implementing the restrictions proposed.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that approval be given to the amended procedure and decision-making process involved in the promotion of permanent Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) in terms of the Local Authorities Traffic Order (Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 1999;
	

	
	(2) that approval be given to the changes to the briefing arrangements for Members from face-to-face to email;
	

	
	(3) that approval be given to the making of TROs by either the Head of Legal & Property Services or the Environment & Regeneration Committee; and
	

	
	(4) that it be noted that a separate report will be submitted to the Inverclyde Council for approval to amend the Scheme of Administration and Scheme of Delegation accordingly.
	

	
	
	

	27
	Proposed Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council, Bruce Street, Greenock (One Way and Prohibition of Entry) Traffic Regulation Order 2020
	27

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources recommending the making of the Traffic Regulation Order - The Inverclyde Council, Bruce Street, Greenock (One Way and Prohibition of Entry) Traffic Regulation Order 2020.
	

	
	Decided: that the Inverclyde Council be recommended to make the Traffic Regulation Order - The Inverclyde Council, Bruce Street, Greenock (One Way and Prohibition of Entry) Traffic Regulation Order 2020 and that it be remitted to the Head of Roads & Environmental Shared Services and the Head of Legal & Property Services to arrange for its implementation.
	

	
	
	

	28
	Proposed Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council (Off-Street Parking Places) (Variation No. 11) Order 2020
	28

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources recommending the making of the Traffic Regulation Order - The Inverclyde Council (Off-Street Parking Places) (Variation No. 11) Order 2020.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the Inverclyde Council be recommended to make the Traffic Regulation Order - The Inverclyde Council (Off-Street Parking Places) (Variation No. 11) Order 2020, modified as set out in the report, and that it be remitted to the Head of Roads & Environmental Shared Services and the Head of Legal & Property Services to arrange for its implementation; and
	

	
	(2) that it be noted that the Traffic Regulation Order for the proposed parking charges in the Lochwinnoch Road and Princes Street car parks will be promoted separately and, if objections are made and maintained, these will be passed to an independent Reporter.
	

	
	
	

	29
	Proposed Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council (Various Roads) (Outer Greenock) (Waiting Restrictions) (Variation No. 11) Order 2020
	29

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources (1) advising of the outcome of the consultation procedure undertaken for the  Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council (Various Roads) (Outer Greenock) (Waiting Restrictions) (Variation No. 11) Order 2020 which had resulted in one maintained objection being received and (2) seeking a decision as to whether the Committee would wish to hear the objection relating to the Traffic Regulation Order or appoint an independent Reporter.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the requirement to hold a public hearing to consider the maintained objection be noted; and
	

	
	(2) that it be agreed to hold a special meeting of the Committee to hear the objection and that it  be remitted to the Heads of Roads & Environmental Shared Services and the Head of Legal & Property Services to make the necessary arrangements for the public hearing.
	

	
	
	

	30
	Proposed Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council (Various Roads) (Gourock, Inverkip and Wemyss Bay) (Waiting Restrictions) (Variation No. 7) Order 2020
	30

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources (1) advising of the outcome of the consultation procedure undertaken for the Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council (Various Roads) (Gourock, Inverkip and Wemyss Bay) (Waiting Restrictions) (Variation No. 7) Order 2020 which had resulted in five maintained objections and two further objections following the second consultation procedure being received and (2) seeking a decision as to whether the Committee would wish to hear the objections or appoint an independent Reporter.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the requirement to hold a public hearing to consider the maintained objections be noted; and
	

	
	(2) that it be agreed to hold a special meeting of the Committee to hear the objections and that, if possible, this be on the same day as the public hearing agreed at the previous item.
	

	
	
	

	31
	Proposed Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council Disabled Persons’ Parking Places (On-Street) Order No. 3 2020
	31

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources recommending the making of the Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council Disabled Persons’ Parking Places (On-Street) Order No. 3 2020.
	

	
	Decided: that the Inverclyde Council be recommended to make the Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council Disabled Persons’ Parking Places (On-Street) Order No. 3 2020 and that it be remitted to the Head of Roads & Environmental Shared Services and the Head of Legal & Property Services to arrange for its implementation.
	

	
	
	

	32
	Proposed Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council, A78 Inverkip Road and Branchton Road, Greenock (One Way, Prohibition of Entry and Prohibition of Right and Left Turns) Traffic Regulation Order 2020
	32

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources recommending the making of the Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council, A78 Inverkip Road and Branchton Road, Greenock (One Way, Prohibition of Entry and Prohibition of Right and Left Turns) Traffic Regulation Order 2020.
	

	
	Decided: that the Inverclyde Council be recommended to make the Traffic Regulation Order – The Inverclyde Council, A78 Inverkip Road and Branchton Road, Greenock (One Way, Prohibition of Entry and Prohibition of Right and Left Turns) Traffic Regulation Order 2020 and that it be remitted to the Head of Roads & Environmental Shared Services and the Head of Legal & Property Services to arrange for its implementation.
	

	
	
	

	33
	Proposed Redetermination Order – The Inverclyde Council, A78 Inverkip Road, Branchton Road and Gleninver Road, Greenock (Redetermination of Means of Exercise of Public Right of Passage) Order 2020
	33

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources recommending the making of the Redetermination Order – The Inverclyde Council, A78 Inverkip Road, Branchton Road and Gleninver Road, Greenock (Redetermination of Means of Exercise of Public Right of Passage) Order 2020.
	

	
	Decided: that the Inverclyde Council be recommended to make and confirm the Redetermination Order – The Inverclyde Council, A78 Inverkip Road, Branchton Road and Gleninver Road, Greenock (Redetermination of Means of Exercise of Public Right of Passage) Order 2020 and that it be remitted to the Head of Roads & Environmental Shared Services and the Head of Legal & Property Services to arrange for its implementation.
	

	
	
	

	34
	Joint Collaboration – Inverclyde and West Dunbartonshire Councils – Interim Management Proposal (Grounds and Roads)
	34

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources advising the Committee of discussions which have taken place between Inverclyde and West Dunbartonshire Councils regarding interim management proposals relative to the roles of Service Manager – Roads & Transportation and Service Manager – Grounds.
	

	
	Decided: that approval be given to the implementation of the interim collaborative management arrangement between Inverclyde and West Dunbartonshire Councils in respect of Grounds and Roads Services as set out in the report.
	

	
	
	

	35
	Report on the Public Consultation Relating to the Site of the Former Hector McNeil Baths
	35

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Property Services advising of the results of a public consultation relating to proposals to appropriate the site of the former Hector McNeil Baths for use as a Learning Disability Hub.
	

	
	Decided: that, having regard to the terms of the consultation responses detailed in Appendix 2, the Head of Legal & Property Services be authorised to appropriate the site of the former Hector McNeil Baths as shown outlined in the plan at Appendix 1 for use as a Learning Disability Hub subject to the Council’s obtaining the consent of the court to that appropriation.
	

	
	
	

	36
	Approval to Use Eastern Shires Purchasing Organisation – Procurement of Pay and Display Machines
	36

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Head of Roads & Environmental Shared Services seeking approval to use the Eastern Shires Purchasing Organisation (ESPO) to purchase pay and display machines for the Council’s proposed charged car parks.
	

	
	Decided: that approval be given for the Council to register as a customer with Eastern Shires Purchasing Organisation (ESPO) for the procurement of pay and display machines for the Council’s proposed charged car parks and for any other procurement requirements which may arise in the future and which would benefit from this approach.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Convener being of the opinion that the undernoted report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources was relevant, competent and urgent moved its consideration in terms of the relevant Standing Order to allow the Committee to be advised at the earliest opportunity of residential parking zones and off-street car parking enforcement proposals to reflect the Scottish Government’s recent stay at home guidance and current COVID-19 restrictions.  This was agreed unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	37
	Parking Update: (1) Residents’ Parking Zones, Greenock and (2) Off-Street Car Parking Enforcement
	37

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources providing an update on the proposal to defer the recommencement of the enforcement of restrictions in residents’ parking zones and limited stay parking in off-street car parks to reflect the Scottish Government’s stay at home guidance and current COVID-19 restrictions.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the report be noted; and
	

	
	(2) that a review of the enforcement of restrictions in residents’ parking zones and limited stay parking in off-street car parks be reported to the Committee on 4 March 2020.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed in terms of Section 50(A)(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 as amended, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items on the grounds that the business involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the respective paragraphs of Part I of Schedule 7(A) of the Act as are set opposite each item.
	

	
	
	

	
	Item
	Paragraph(s)
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Clune Park Regeneration Plan Progress Report: Update on Current Actions
	6, 9, 12 & 13
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Self-Build Plots, Leperstone Avenue, Kilmacolm
	2, 6 & 9
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Property Assets Management Report
	2, 6 & 9
	

	
	
	
	

	38
	Clune Park Regeneration Plan Progress Report: Update on Current Actions
	38

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources (1) on the current actions to implement the Council’s decisions on the Clune Park Estate and (2) providing a briefing on key, current items to ensure that the Committee is fully advised of progress.
	

	
	Decided: that the current progress in respect of the Clune Park Area Regeneration Plan be noted.
	

	
	
	

	39
	Self-Build Plots, Leperstone Avenue, Kilmacolm

	39

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources (1) seeking approval of an offer received for Plot 2 at Leperstone Avenue, Kilmacolm which is within the site of seven self-build housing plots at the location shown in Appendix 1 to the report and (2) advising of changes to the indicative plot values of the individual plots at the location following officers’ consultation with the marketing agents.
	

	
	The Committee agreed (1) that approval be given to sell Plot 2, Leperstone Avenue, Kilmacolm and that delegated authority be granted to the Head of Regeneration & Planning to conclude the proposals on such terms as are recommended by the Head of Legal & Property Services and the Chief Financial Officer; and (2) that the changes to the indicative plot values at the location, following officer consultation with the marketing agents for the development, be noted, all as detailed in the appendix.
	

	
	
	

	40
	Property Assets Management Report
	40

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources (1) advising the Committee of offers received for the sale of land at Kilmacolm Road, Greenock and (2) seeking authority to carry out a public consultation relative to land at (a) Branchton Road, (b) Overton and (c) Caddlehill Street, Greenock.  There were also submitted copies of responses received relative to the Kilmacolm Road public open space consultation carried out from 4 December 2020 to 8 January 2021.
	

	
	The Committee agreed (1) to note the responses to the public open space consultation relative to Kilmacolm Road and to grant delegated authority to accept an offer received for the land and (2) to grant delegated authority to the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources to commence a public consultation relative to the three areas of land at (a) Branchton Road, (b) Caddlehill Street and (c) Overton, Greenock and to report back to the Committee on the results of these consultations, all as detailed in the appendix.
	

	
	
	

	41
	Mr Scott Allan and Mr Gerard Malone
	41

	
	
	

	
	At the conclusion of the meeting, the Convener referred to the forthcoming retirals of Mr Scott Allan, Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources and Mr Gerard Malone, Head of Legal & Property Services.  On behalf of the Committee he thanked both officers for their years of service to the Council and extended his best wishes to them for a long and happy retirement.
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